
The Longleat House Table Bell. A very fine & unusual George IV
cast Table Bell made in London in 1829 by the Royal Silversmith,
Robert Garrard.
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Description

This very fine example is cast and the bowl is of typical form, with a reeded band at the base.  The exterior
is very unusually decorated with raised naturalistic vertical bands including foliate motifs and stylised flower
heads all on a matted ground. The hexagonal baluster handle is decorated with flower heads in ovals, as
well as vertical bands of blue bells, foliate scrolls and raying shells.  The handle terminates in a Rococo
style writhen finial.  The main body is also engraved with a contemporary Crest, surrounded by the Motto of
the Order of the Garter, all surmounted by the Coronet of a Marquess.  The details of the heraldic engraving
are below.  The bell is in most excellent condition and is of the finest quality in both design and production,
as would be expected from this maker.  The bell is fully marked on the main body and with the sterling mark
on the handle and the interior clapper.  Height: 5.4 inches.Diameter at the base: 2.5 inches.Weight: 9.5
oz.CREST, CORONET & MOTTO ENGRAVED ON THE BELL.The Crest is that of the Thynne family with a
Marquess's coronet above.  The Crest is contained within a cartouche engraved with the Motto of the Order
of the Garter.  In 1829 Thomas Thynne (1765-1837), held the title and was the 2nd Marquess of Bath.  
 Thomas was educated at Winchester and then was admitted as a nobleman to St. John's College,
Cambridge (receiving his MA in 1787).  He was Tory Member of Parliament for Weobley from 1786 to 1790
and Bath from 1790 to 1796 (when he inherited the estates and Marquissate).  He also served as Lord
Lieutenant of Somerset from 1819 to 1837.  He was elected to the Order of the Garter in 1823.  In 1794
Thomas married Isabella Elizabeth, daughter of George Byng, Viscount Torrington (1773-1830).  He was a
great benefactor, for the poor,  in the nearby town of Frome. The main family seat was the magnificent
Longleat House in Wiltshire where he was buried in 1837.  It was reported that ten thousand were present
at his funeral, one hundred and fifty horsemen,  His eldest son, Thomas, predeceased him by some two
months and he was therefore succeeded by his second son, Henry.  A portrait of the 2nd Marquess is
shown in his robes as a Knight of the Garter.LONGLEAT HOUSE, WILTSHIRE - SEAT OF THE 2ND
MARQUESS OF BATH.Longleat ia about 4 miles west of Warminster in Wiltshire, England. A leading and
early example of the Elizabethan prodigy house, it is a Grade I listed building and the seat of the
Marquesses of Bath.  Longleat is set in 1,000 acres (400 ha) of parkland landscaped by Capability Brown,
along with 4,000 acres (1,600 ha) of let farmland and 4,000 acres (1,600 ha) of woodland[1] It was the first
stately home to open to the public, and the Longleat estate has the first safari park outside Africa and other
attractions including a hedge maze. The house was built by Sir John Thynne and designed mainly by
Robert Smythson, after Longleat Priory was destroyed by fire in 1567. It took 12 years to complete and is
widely regarded as one of the finest examples of Elizabethan architecture in Britain. It continues to be the
seat of the Thynn family, who have held the title of M...

2
Mary Cooke Antiques Ltd

12 The Old Power Station, 121 Mortlake High Street, London, SW14 8SN

+44 (0)20 8876 5777


